Hello and welcome to Day 13 of the Hope of Easter.
Today our passage is Luke 23:44-49 Take a quick moment to read the passage. 
The Barnes family used to live in Armidale where I ministered at the Armidale Church of Christ. The Church didn’t have it’s own building; it met in a school hall. I had a key to the school. It opened 3 rooms; The hall, the adjoining kitchen and the toilets.
After a little while I became the school chaplain and I got a new key; the new key opened everything the old key opened but it also opened things like classrooms and sheds and storerooms. One day however I was asked to meet with a family in the counselling room. I had never been in this room before and I discovered that my whiz-bang new key couldn’t open it. The office manager told me that only the Principals key could open it. 
The Temple in Jerusalem was a great place because it was a place humans could come and worship God but there was a difficulty with access. The Temple was  a little bit like my school in that it had various spaces that different people had access to. There was the court of Gentiles, there was the court of women, there was the court of priest which only priests were allowed to access but there were two very special rooms in the temple these were called the Holy place and the most Holy place. 
Hebrews chapter 9 tells us 
2 There were two rooms in that Temple.[a] In the first room were a lampstand, a table, and sacred loaves of bread on the table. This room was called the Holy Place. 3 Then there was a curtain, and behind the curtain was the second room[b] called the Most Holy Place. 
Now Hebrews 9 tells the priests regularly entered the first room as they performed their religious duties. 7 But only the high priest ever entered the Most Holy Place, and only once a year.
The curtain which stands in front of the most Holy Place demonstrates that God and people are separated. People can’t go into most Holy place; people can’t be in God’s presence because God is holy and righteous and pure and good and we are not. 
Isaiah 59:2
But your sinful acts have alienated you from your God. 
We’re separated from God because of our sins; we can’t be in God’s presence. There’s a big great curtain between God and us. The curtain was huge; it was 60 feet high, 30 feet wide and 4 inches thick. Josephus a first century historian claims that horses tied either side to this curtain could not tear it apart. 
Jesus dies on the cross for the sins of humanity; everything you or I or anyone has ever done to violate God’s good standards was placed upon Jesus. He took the punishment for our sin and when he did. 
The curtain in the temple was torn from top to bottom demonstrating that people and God no longer need to separated by sin. We can now receive God’s forgiveness and God can make his home in us. Paul says that we temples of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. Your sins are forgiven, the curtain is torn, happy Easter. 
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